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The Bank of Materials

The Bank of Materials is a service 
created by Porto City Council, aimed 
at safeguarding the most varied 
construction and ornamentation 
materials from Porto's buildings in 
order to preserve our architectural 
identity.

Since 2010, The Bank has reinforced 
its role of giving and receiving 
traditional materials of heritage 
value free of charge, while also 
contributing to their study and 
preservation of knowledge related to 
traditional construction techniques 
all over the city.
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We collect decorative and constructive 
materials from all over the city, when 
its maintenance is not possible, and 
we return them to the city by giving 
them to be replaced in other buildings 
that may need them. 

HOW WE DO IT?



HOW WE DO IT?

We work in collaboration with the Urbanistic Management Department of the City Hall, in order to support the 
decision concerning to historical buildings interventions



HOW WE DO IT?
Law supported and technical 
information to:

 Urbanistic management 
municipal services;

 Building owners and 
contactors;

 Citizens 

In order to make it possible to 
maintain our architectonical 
identity the best way possible



HOW WE DO IT?
Different constructive and 
decorative elements collected:

 Stone
 Wood
 Plaster/ Stucco 
 Iron
 Ceramics

 Tiles



HOW WE DO IT?
The tiles stand out over other elements, both in quantity and in 
diversity 

This elements really express the architectonical identity of Oporto

They reinforce the action of the Bank of Materials 
Award winning project (SOS Azulejo and Eurocities)

It’s the most exchanged (integrated and given) material of The Bank

National law nº 79/2017 protects the façade tiles
The first aim is to maintain the original tiles:

 We provide the tiles to be replaced where there are 
gaps

Or
 We provide the patterns for replica and the 
technical information and support for its correct substitution  



HOW WE DO IT?

The Bank has a small lab, where we clean, make small 
restorations, study and catalogue all the items 
collected and prepare them to be ceded



HOW WE DO IT? Cataloguing and inventorying: 

 Pattents and all its variations
 Buildings with ceramic elements
 All the industries that produced the 

tiles

Allows us to study these elements, to know 
better this heritage in order to intervene 
properly in its maintenance



HOW WE DO IT?



Overview of the 
Bank of Materials 
 main activities 
for the last 
decade
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CIRCULAR 
CONSTRUCTION

The Bank of Materials and the Sustainable Economy
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HOW WE DO IT? It was never meant to be a real museum:
It’s like a showcase for our traditional materials to 
raise awareness for the importance of its 
preservation

It integrates materials with high heritage and 
museological interest, so the Bank of Materials is 
part of the City’s Museum

It has the same aim of returning the materials to 
the city, but in a different way: by showing 
them to the public



HOW WE DO IT?



The “Oliva” panel in its original location and before the restoration process.



The “Oliva” panel after the restoration process and placed to the Bank of Materials exhibition.





For further information…

Municipal Department for Cultural Heritage Management
dmgpc@cm-porto.pt

Bank of Materials Team
bancodemateriais@cm-porto.pt

Alda Bessa
aldabessa@cm-porto.pt



THANK YOU!

Alda Bessa
Senior Technician| Municipal Department for Cultural Heritage Management  
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